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a responsibility-towards-the-community motive. It is, however,
significant to read what the Report of the Royal Commission has
to say about the " Aspects of Government Control". Among
other points it states:
Any measure of Government control of location of industry may
be regarded from two possibly divergent points of view, viz., (i) that
of industry itself, (ii) that of the nation.
The point of view of industry. The general attitude of modern
industry in relation to the activities of Government is apt to be
uncertain and to vary according to circumstances. In times of
depression industrialists are prone to welcome and indeed demand
Government co-operation ; in times of prosperity to reject Govern-
ment activities as interference. ... It is very doubtful whether
industry would be willing to accept in its own interest, as is some-
times proposed, anything in the nature of general Governmental
prompting. . . , Even if there were at an^ given moment an
optimum location, either for industry as a whole or for given
industries, that optimum is subject to considerations that are con-
tinually shirting; the picture is not static but kaleidoscopic, dis-
solving and re-forming with extreme and increasing rapidity. In
this quickly moving panorama of economic change there is no
reason to suppose that, so far as the profitability of industrial enter-
prise is concerned, the State, if it should take on itself unduly wide
and autocratic powers of regulation and control of industrial location,
will be likely in general to prove any wiser, or to make more far-
sighted and enlightened choice, from the point of view of industry,
than the generality of those who guide individual undertakings.
This gives fairly correctly the point of view of industry.   The
decisive point, however, is not that the State " will be likely in
jgeneral to prove any wiser ", but that it is more likely that
the State will act in the interest of the Nation as a whole than
" the generality of those who guide individual undertakings ".
National and regional planning cannot be separated from a
conscious direction of the economic system and of the location
of industry in particular. The various forces which have brought
about the morbid conditions of our cities are too closely inter-
woven with economic life in general to be tackled independently.
Individual initiative needs a revaluation; it needs a new and
appropriate place in a reorganised social and economic structure.
The price we have paid for individual freedom is so high that
it demands the greatest effort over a long period to accumulate
new " capital" and to pay the " interests " more equally to all
members of the community. Roughly, we may identify industry
with the big cities and the towns under present conditions.
National planning cannot stop, therefore, before the city boun-
daries and leave it to the City Council to decide whether a further